LESSON:  Literary Devices/Terms
INSTRUCTIONS:

If you wish, for each literary device defined below, come up with two examples (one of the two examples per device must be original/”your own” creation). 

1. Metaphor:  A comparison of items without using the words ‘like’ or ‘as’.

Example:  Her eyes twinkle against the night sky.

2. Simile:  A comparison of items using the words ‘like’ or ‘as’ to make the comparison.  

Example:  Her eyes twinkle like the stars.

3. Paradox:  A contradictory statement that embodies truth upon closer examination and analysis.

Example:  He had to be cruel in order to be kind.

4. Personification:  Adding human/person like qualities to inanimate objects.

Example:  The walls of the Oval Office have heard many secrets.

5. Pun:  A play on words.

Example:  A boiled egg every morning is hard to beat.
Example: Santa’s helpers are known as subordinate clauses.

6. Foreshadowing:  A hint of something to come.

Example:  The black cat crosses his path.

7. Allusion:  A reference (whether direct or indirect) to history, literature, an event, movie, Gods/Goddesses, etc.

Example:  Fortune turns her wheel in his favour.  Note:  This is an allusion/reference to the Goddess of Fortune.
8. Oxymoron:  Two contradictory terms juxtaposed.  

Example:  Jumbo Shrimp

9. Pathetic Fallacy:  When nature corresponds to things transpiring within the human world.

Example: Rain poured during their re-union after 10 years of separation.

Example:  The sun shines as they rekindle their romance.

10.  Hyperbole:

An overstatement.  In other words, an intentional exaggeration.  

Example 1:  I am so hungry I could eat a horse.

Example 2:  This test is so difficult I think I am going to die.

11. Litote:

An understatement.  Intentionally reducing the importance or seriousness of a situation, idea, or individual.  

Example 1:  Einstein is a little bit of a genius.  

Example 2: John Nash, the man who invented the Nash Equilibrium, is        somewhat of a mathematical genius.  

Example 3:  World War 1 embodied nations that were slightly affected.  

Example 4:  Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. helped slightly to change the U.S. nation into a country that embodied more equality.  

12. Irony:  Expecting one thing when another happens.  A state of affairs, or an event, that seems contrary to what one expects.
Types of Irony:

a) Verbal Irony: Stating the opposite of what is meant.

Example:  In Shakespeare’s play King Lear, Lear’s daughters Regan and Goneril profess love to their father King Lear.  We know that these two daughters of Lear put forth words of love that carry no meaning, hence they mean the opposite of what they state (key to note is that they are not being sarcastic/they are not mocking their dad King Lear).  
b) Situational Irony:  Expecting one thing in a particular situation when the opposite occurs.  

Example:  A professional swimmer drowns in his bathtub.

c) Dramatic Irony:  When the audience or a certain member(s) is/are privy to information that others are not aware of.  

Example: In Shakespeare’s play Hamlet, Hamlet believes that Claudius is praying after he storms out of the play within the play.  We, the audience, are privy to the fact (via Claudius’s soliloquy) that Claudius is struggling to pray.  Hamlet doesn’t know that Claudius can’t pray even though he appears to be praying.  
d) Socratic Irony:  Pretending to be ignorant in order to entice others to learn, or for children to believe a fictitious character (like Santa) exists, or in order to entice others to make assertions that one can then challenge.  
Example 1 [Feigning ignorance to get the young to believe]:  

Pretending for the sake of children that Santa lives.  
Example 2 [Feigning ignorance for the sake of learning and helping students feel great that they can come to an answer that an instructor cannot come to (even though the instructor knows the answer)]:
“I’m not sure if Socratic irony embodies the definition of irony.  What do you think class?”

[Here, the teacher knows the answer, but pretends not to know to entice students to come to the answer, while helping students feel great that they can come to an answer that even the teacher does not have.]

Example 3 [Feigning ignorance in order to entice others to make assertions that can then be challenged]:

Parents tell their teenage child that they do not know what time their teenager came home last night and ask their teen to inform them of the time he/she came home (even though parents were awake late last night and heard teen come in late, and hence know what time their teen came home). Then, parents challenge the time their teen stated that he/she came home. 
13. Sarcasm:   The utilization of irony in order to mock/make fun of.
Example 1:  When referring to a character, like the initial Thane of Cawdor in Shakespeare’s Macbeth, or Tom Buchanan from Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby, you state, “Oh what a benevolent (means kind) character!”  In this example, you mean the opposite of what you state because these characters are well known to be malevolent (evil/terrible), hence = sarcasm.
Example 2: When referring to a character like Tybalt from Shakespeare’s Romeo & Juliet or Sister Ignacia from Wagamese’s Indian Horse, you state, “Oh what kind and selfless characters.”  Here, you mean the opposite from what you state because these characters are not kind or selfless, hence = sarcasm.
14. Alliteration:  The repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of each word in a couple, few, or several words adjacent to one another (words side by side).  Alliteration creates internal rhyme.  
Example:  The Queen cares to conquer competition.  [Here, the “k” sound/”q”/hard “c” sound repetition exists and culminates in internal rhyme.]
15. Assonance:  The repetition of vowel sounds within words adjacent to one another (words side by side) or within the same line or sentence.  Assonance creates internal rhyme.  
Example:   I cannot wear boots with my suits.  [Here, the “ou” sound repeats in the words boots and suits, and culminates in internal rhyme.]  
16. Allegory:   Stories (whether short stories or novels), poems, paintings, or photos that embody a hidden meaning, such as a moral or political meaning.  
Example:   Orwell’s novel Animal Farm is not just a story about pigs on a farm.  This novel embodies hidden political meaning and commentary on communism.  

17. Onomatopoeia:   A word formed from the sound being of what is named.  
Examples:  meow, sizzle, bang, slam

18.  Motif:  A unique and/or dominant feature in literature or artwork.  
Example:  Geography in Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby, specifically West Egg representing new money, East Egg representing old money, and The Valley of Ashes representing no money. 
19. Symbol:   Something that stands or represents something else.
Example:  The green light in Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby.  The green light is literally a green light at the end of Daisy’s dock, however on a figuratively level it represents the American Dream of success (green = green money of USD/American dollars).
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